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The Key to Arabic 

Fast Track to Reading and Writing Arabic 
Dr. Imran Hamza Alawiye 



Introduction and Notes for Teachers 



'The Key to Arabic' teaches students the skills they need to read and write Arabic. The letters of 
the alphabet are introduced one at a time, and the student is given the opportunity to read 
each letter with the various possible combinations of long and short vowels, as well as the l ay' 
and 'ow' dipthongs, sukoon and shadda. The use of colour coding in presenting the various 
vowel sounds helps the student to grasp them more quickly, Each letter is also shown in all its 
forms: initial, medial, final and isolate so that the student can learn to recognise the letter 
wherever it appears in the word, as well as how to write it. Clear arrowed diagrams show the 
student the correct pen direction when writing. 

Arabic words are introduced from an early stage, but no word contains letters that the student 
has not already covered, This assimilative approach enables the student to learn the alphabet 
in a gradual yet thorough manner, without feeling daunted by the prospect of having to learn 
the entire alphaPet at one go. 

Each letter in the first half of the alphabet is covered on a double-page spread, As the 
student's contidence in reading and writing increases, this is reduced to a single page per 
letter, and exercises are introduced to reinforce reading and writing skills and to encourage 
some basic vocabulary acquisition, 

For the self-taught student, a quick reference guide to reading skills is provided at the outset to 
enable him or her to understand the various vowel sounds and gain an overview of the 
method of joining Arabic letters together to form words, before putting the skill into practice. 
An optional CD recording of the materials in this workbook is available to help students in 
mastering correct Arabic pronunciation. 

After completing the alphabet, students hove the chance to develop their skills further through 
a set of carefully designed exercises. The first of these (p.55) provides an opportunity for read- 
ing and dictation practice, Py presenting pairs of similar sounding words, This encourages the 
student to listen carefully and distinguish between letters that might easily be confused by the 
non-Arabic-speaker. 

Pages 56-59 introduce simple non-verbal sentences using the masculine and feminine forms of 
"This is,..", as well as a wide range of useful vocabulary. Page 60 teaches the alif al-maqsura, 
with plenty of reading practice. The primary use of l al' ('the') is taught on pages 61-64, with an 
explanation of how the following sun and moon letters affect the pronunciation of this word, 

Pages 65-68 employ passages of dialogue to teach the student simple useful expressions such 
as greetings, introducing oneself, asking someone their name and saying goodbye. These 
dialogues can form the basis for role playing within the classroom setting. The dialogues on 
page 67 can easily be adapted as a classroom game whereby one student imagines another 
student to be in one of the places shown on the page, and the rest of the class take turns to 
ask questions in Arabic to establish the imaginary person's identity and whereoPouts, 

Having completed "The Key to Arabic" successfully, students should feel comfortable in 
reading any passage of vocalised text presented to them, and will hopefully have gained the 
confidence needed to take their study of this challenging language further. 
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The Arabic Alphabet 



Jeem 



Thaa 



Taa 





Baa 



Alif 




Raa 



Dhaal 



Daol 



Khaa 



Haa 



Daad 



Saad 



Sheen 



Faa 



Ghayn 



~Ayn 



Seen 



Zaa 



1 



Za 

J* 



Ta 



Noon 



Meem 



Laam 



0 



?- 



J 



Yaa 



Kaaf 



Qoaf 



4 



<3 



WOQW 



Haa 



J 



-ft 



Quick Reference Guide to Reading Skills 



Q aa oo ee . 

% # ^ ^ f * <tf JM $ 



sukoon a u i shadda 



(no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 



an un un 



in a u 



h The Short Vowels and Tanween 

There ore three short vowels in Arabic. They are written above or below the Arabic letters. 



a) Kasra This is a short diagonal stroke written below an Arabic letter. 

It is pronounced Y, as in the English word lip'. e.g, 



J 3 



& ^ 

Di Ri Wi 



If kasra is doubled, it changes the sound from Y to 'in' as in 
the English word s tin', This doubling of the vowel is known 

as "tanween kasra", e,g, 3_ i 



Din Rin Win 



b) Dam ma _ This is shaped rather like a smali version of the Arabic ietter 

waaw, and it is written above an Arabic ietter, It is pronounced 
V, as in the English word full', e.g, 3 



J2 J2 



? M S 

J 3 

Du Ru Wu 



or If damma is doubled, it changes the sound from V to 'un' as 
in the English word v sun\ This doubling of the vowel is known 
as "tanween damma", The two dammas are usually written in a 
joined-up form, though they may also be written separately.e.g. 3 ^ ^ 



0 & 



Dun Run Wun 



c) Fatha This is a short diagonal stroke written above an Arabic letter. * x 

(Say -fat-ha*) lf is P ronounced as in the English word *dad # . e.g. ^ _j_ 



If fatha is doubled, if changes the sound from h a' to 'an' as 
in the English word 'man'. It is usually- though not aiways- 
supported by an afif, This doubling of the vowel is known 
as "tanween fatha". e,g, 



Da Ra Wa 



Dan Ran Wan 



L 



4 



2. Joining up Arabic Letters 

Arabic is written from right to left across the page. Arabic words are written in a joined-up form To 
achieve this, the letters within a word must be extended to join up with the following letter, unless they are 
one of the six 'naughty' letters (see overleaf), The letters that are being extended lose their tails in the 
joining process. The last letter in the word is written in its final form, which usually resembles the isolate or 
by itself form of the letter, though it is attached to the letter just before it by a short joining line 

You will learn the correct way of joining each letter during the course of this book, but for now study 
the following examples to gain an overview of how letters are joined, 



a) 'Boat' shaped letters 



i— > (JLj i_j 


to stand firm 






to open 




b) Letters with U-shaped tails 




to engrave 




— — £ J-c3 


to smooth 






to be over 






to 3~ Ck 


f 

i. 



c) Letters with trailing tails 





to succeed 






to be busy 






to feel 

embarrassed 




d) Other letters, excluding the 
'naughty letters' 




to do wrong 






to tefl a 
fortune 






to be dry 





c- 



* 

s s 



c 



* 

3^ 



X « J ^ J 



S s 



«5J 



= s- 
J— — ^ 



^ ' / $ 

cr— * — a" V ^ 



r J Jfr 



5 





J 


ao 

s <JJ s 


00 


ee ^ 


0 JI » 






J 






sukoon a 


u 


i shadda \ 




* C an 


un un 


in 


a 


u 


1 




(no vowel) 




(doubled 
letter) 


^/ 

















e) The 'Naughty' Letters 

There are six haughty' letters, which cannot be extended to the left and as a result should not be 



3 J J 



\ 




* * 


♦ * 




Jj = J + J 



3. The Long Vowels 

Three letters of the Arabic alphabet are used to lengthen the sound of the short vowels. These letters are 
a Waaw is used to lengthen the / C Yaa is used to lengthen I Alif is used to lengthen the 

J 'u' sound of damma, so it Sr the T of kasra, so it sounds 

sounds like 'oo' os in 'moon', 



like 'ee' as in 'knee'. 



'a' sound of fat ha so it 
sounds like 'aa' '('aordvark'). 



3J 




> 








Roo 


Joo 


Boo 


Ree 


Jee Bee 


Raa 



Baa 



Jaa 

When alif itself is lengthened by an alif, it becomes an extra long : aa' sound called alif al-madd, which is 
written like this: \ e.g. l Aaomeen' (amen): £j**r*\ - 

When a iaam is followed by an alif, there is a special way of writing it (called a laam-alif) which looks like 
this: J or, when the laarn is preceded by another letter, like this: *>L e.g. J C ■ 

laamrun' h saiaamun J 

4. Sukoon (shining) (peace) 

A is a small circle placed on an Arabic letter to indicate the absence of a vowel upon the 

letter. The letter on which a sukoon is placed must be assimilated to (I.e. slid together with) the 

sound of the last vowel before it even if that vowel is at the end of the previous word. 



Kam 
5, Shadda 



Zur 



Fir 



J3 

Mur 



Nam 



Qif 



# Shadda is a symbol written above a letter to show that the letter has been doubled, and 
therefore sounds stronger The short vowels are written with a shadda like this: 



3 S 



a = j + j + 



+ 



I i? J! i 

J fl = f+f+f 



Hamza: £ and Alif: 



Hamza, known as a glottal stop in English, is an Arabic consonant that otten 
accompanies tanween, sukooa or short vowels, Hamza is itseif often accompa- 
nied by a supporting letter or 'chair' which may take many forms, depending 
on rather complex rules that we needn't explore here, The various ways in 
which hamza may appear are shown below, For the purpose of reading, it is 
best to ignore the 'chair' hamza is sitting on and to concentrate on reading the 
vowel sound that the hamza is supporting, 

Alif, when not supporting a hamza, is a weak letter that takes the sound of any 
vowel accompanying or preceding it, Sometimes alif is a silent letter. 

Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 
' s s S $ $ S Z » 

_s_ 3_ » * jl is j 1 ^Xs> * i 




c 



J — j! — jt 4 ^\ J ± j t 



7 



£ 3 £ gj 

sukocn o u j shadda 



aa oo ee 




(no vowel) 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words, 



a house 




mulberry 



1* $ 




J repent 



repentance 



4_> 



definitely 



c; mulberry 



dislike; pride 



stayed overnight 



ste perished 



1 1 



4 



sukoon g u i shadda 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



aa 

i 





oo ee 



an 



un 



un 



in 



a 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


^^^^^^^ * 






1 

** 

u 


> 


u 












Ihaa 
♦ 7 < » 3 





























15 


* 


1 
















■ 

** 

++ 


u 


y 






1 


lb 




** 










** 





















12 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 




furniture garment; dress 
« 1 f - 

c-^U 1 ^ — > aj 


l 7 s tat/ ishme n t he w i ths to od 


ili lit 

a dress, // 
gown yf / jf 1 






+ £ * 




























abundant grmoth 


fee sp r£#C s ai f te red he yaw ? r e# 


stabilization 

if 

** ** 

t ** l 


*+ 


* # 


** # 
















*• ^ 

my furniture 
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sukoon g u j shadda 



aa oo ee 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



an un un in a u i 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 








1 ■ 




















Jeem 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words, 



a crown 







a pocket 










** * 






a coward 



b ragg i ng, boas t i ng 




a crown 



flowing 



he answered, replied 


my pocket a pocket 


a coward 

it* 




♦* ^ 


* * 



































he came 
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5 $ 
sukoon o u 



aa oo ee 



s <^ S 



shadda 



1* J2 J2 

un un in 



a u l 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 



c c c 






J2 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words 
a watermelon 



a whale 




pilgrims 




hi jab f a 
headscarf 




a watermelon 




calamity 



eds 



hi jab, headscarf 



1* JM 



1 ->tJ>- 



wider 



protest 



pilgrims 



looked for; 
he researched. 
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. GO OC 

i & £ ^ 

sukoon a u i shadda 


) ee A 

an un un in o u 1 


(no vowel) (doubled 

letter) 


** 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



* * * 

c c— c 




Khaa 




U —4 V 



# ♦ 




L5^ 



C £ 



et-e 



18 



sukoon g u i shadda 



ao 
i 



oo ee 



- 



an 



un un 



in 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 





* * 

JL. JL _ s 












































b 


0 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words, 



a hear 





a riding animal 

Us 



rrty grandfather 



a worm 




a grandfather 



he began 



sound of footsteps 

2L> jlo 




21 



sukoon a u 



oa oo 



ee 



i shad da 



an un un in 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 



* J! 

* * + 


*. 

JL J i 


* 


# 


* 
































# # + 


# # + 

Sis 




* 

IS 




* 





































* 



J 



* 



35 

i 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 





a wolf 




1* ^ ^ 


fr£ slaughtered 


a shoe 


# 


# * 






































how lovely /excel lent! 


took 

JLi-t 


swinging 
(like a pendulum) a shoe 


+ • 






# + 
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Find o word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up form next to 
the correct picture, 
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Find o word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in 
the correct picture, 



its joined-up form next to 
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0 aa oo ee , 
5> $ # : > J ^i^jJJJ J 

sukoon a u i shadda | . <T an un un in a u i 


(no vowel) (doubled 

letter) * 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


J 

Raa 


JJJ 


j~ j" ~ J 


J — 


j 












— j— 




















—JJJ— 


JJJ 






s \ 












































-A 


iJ 
















& 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words, 

R a jab ( n a m e of m o i i th ) 



a bicycle 





a chameleon 




corn, maize 



a bicycle 



com, maize 



my Lord 




test, experiment 



a bull 



reward; pay, wages 



post, mail 
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aa oo ee ^ 

sukoon a u i shodda an un un in a u i 


(no vowel) (doubled 

letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 


3 

% 

Zaa 


* # + 

JJJ 


> >-j 


* 

j 


J 

* 


* 

j 


^/ ^ S 




























* * * 


+ * * 




* 


* 


* 




r JJJ 1 


































-go 


— 












A 

J- 


♦ 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words, 

a lie, falsehood 



a butcher 



k In 



I 51 



carrots 




bread 




1» ^ 



0 drinking glass, tumbler 



bread 
+ 



4^ 



■j 



(7 place of safety 
1* 



a butcher 



butter 



carrot* 
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1 




aa 

r 


oo _ 

J 1 


ee ^ 
----- 


1* J2 






J3 




sukoon a 


u 


i shacida 






un un 


in 


a 


u i 




(no vowel) 




(doubled 
letter) 

















Copy each row twice onto the lines provided ond practise reading the sounds. 




Seen 



1* 



s> / <" 

O 0 



s 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words 

a bed 



a prayer mat 




glorification of God a sum; an account 



a bridge 




31 



aa oo ee 



sukoon a u 



i shadda 



I* 

un 



J3JJ 
un 



in 



I 

a u 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



J 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



ft ft ft 


k * * * 

mm** +* 


* 


ft 




w 




























Sheen 



r2 # 1 10^ 



ft % ft 



^^^ ^ 




1 & £ £ 



Li 



* 

+* 

♦♦ 


ft 




^ Li 


J 

ft 

J— 


4 


ft 


ft 


0 

ft 










** 









































32 




33 








0 








^^^^^ 


35 


0 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 



a mat 



a picture 



voice 

* 



morning 




a bus 




35 



sukoon a u i shadda 



aa oo ee 



- ^ 



an 



un 



J3 ja 
un 



in 



a u i 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



# * + 



^ 1 

y0 



Daad 




* -/3 



1* 



✓ ^ > 



Si 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 



a molar tooth 




an egg 




green 




civilisation 


a mo/or footfi 


light 

— 


noise, diw 

* 



































earth, ground 
£ 

i 



eggs 



lowest point 

* * 



green 
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Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up form rtexl I : 
the correct picture. 







■ 





-3 




4. 



l? 0 

J 3 

j 1 j c 



1* 



■ it/ T 



JO, 







1* 0 




j M 


* 

C 



0 



C 1 J 5 

0 J 5 



3 i I 



Si 



38 




39 



i 

sukoon a 


3 £ * 
u i shaddc 


aa oo ee ^ 
i / <£ an un un in a 


(no vowel) 


(douPled 
letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


Ida 








Lb 




























J : 




f f 


















































J, 




lb 








Si 






4 


+ 








** 





































aj3 aeroplane 



J*! 



® if we/: 



a map, chart 



a doctor 
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gazettes \^ birds Jtr^ a "■ octor W" y a P" 
Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 


2 

Zaa 

fL$£ sound of 'the', 










J* 






















121 % ill 

. Ml 


























a* 

J* 


J* 
























































$ 

J* 


0 

Jfi. 












** 





































a fence; enclosure 


Abu Dhabi 

-x^ 9 y ] 


luck, fortune 
** 


gazelles 


a i£^L j f nurse 

> 




** > 




# 
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5 $ $ <M 

sukoon o u i shaddo 



aa oo ee ^ 



an un jn in 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 


'Ayn 








M 






















































* 








<* 


















■ 
































** 






- 












































an arm 

— | 


a finger 




a clack 


happy 


t7?i o/rf woman 
4fl J" x 








•to 
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tfttd ^^^^ a parrot 1 an arm a finger 

Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and proctise reading the sounds. 


* 

Ghayn 


♦ • * 




« 


* 


• 


































♦ » ♦ 


♦ . * 






+ 












t- 




































J! 


• 


* 


* 

-t 






** 
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5 $ £ ^ 
sukoon a u i shadda 



oo oo ee 

j3 



an un un in 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 



2 





i 





i + * 




li 


1? 










































♦ 




J! 

h-y- 


i 

* 


• 


* 












*» 





















an envelope 



1* 



rt pavement, sidewalk 




a room 



J3 j£> 



a whistle 



1* 

0 



So 




fl butterfly 

** * I * 



44 



£2 feflg, 

briefcase 



a yellow whistle 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



** 


4+ 

-J 


J! 

♦4 

-J 










4^ 



4 



a butterfly 




Qaaf 

10 9 » 
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Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form. Write the 
meaning of the word in English In the left hand column. The first one has been done for you. 


a doctor 




if J 

<^> lC ^ 


t m * * e.a< 




1?: 




* +* * 








s$ o ✓ 
















C,LJi3 4. 








A_pLwJ 5. 








ifl ✓ o 

%-*-^£>\ 6. 
















cli-o 8 








* * 

* < 








4_Jj| 10. 
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Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form, Write the 
meaning of the word in English in the left hand column. The first one has been done for you, 


^oaoo 


AS j£> 




4JS e .a 








•fi 0 








SjLi-v^ 12 









13. 








*» .♦ 

4-w^j5_>- 14. 








♦ 

*-^J 15. 









jLUi i6. 

















17, 

* j| is. 









S jL*J2^- i9. 








*8 o ^ 
.^OjAj 20. 
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& 



oo oo ee 



sukoon a u i shade! a 



an un un in 



a u i 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 





2 


ii 


4 





















1> 






^ ^ > 



a window 



weak, feeble 



£3 Sftf 



J 
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an elephant 



a spiral 



a window 



p v9 




a sofa, 
couch 



a hook 



'lis' 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 

~3 1 'J ul 



J 





J 




5i v-uj 




J 
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aa oo ee 



sukoon a u i shadda 



an un un in g u i 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 



Jt-^^ jjk- 



f 



Meem 





U 



r- 



r 



an imam, prayer leader 



a teacher (m,) 



a mouth 



a nurse 



•fi s V s * 



r- r 



a banana 



50 




y 



Si 



y -cr* 



an eye 



a pipe 



a box 



an ostrich 



S 1* S S & S S s 



51 



sukoon a u i shadda 



■5 



an un un in a u | 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds 




XT* 



/ s ^ 



lips 



an alarm clock hard-working 



important 

•$ * 



a telephone 
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a peacock 





a flower 

Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds 




a teiepnone 




-333 



J- -J- -J 



J- -3^ 3- 



3 



Waaw 



J* 




— — 




- -J 


- 3- 












a oo oo ee ^ 
$ m W t*J m i£ fl fl - J 

sukoon a u i shadda \ a an un un in a u i 


(no vowel) (doubled 

letter) * 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


ids 

* 

Yaa 








J) 






♦* 


** 


*+ 


•* 




























L 














— 








** 


































b 


J! 






* 




++ 






Mi 




*• ^ 


** *+ 




** 












































a kettle 


ft ftir 


- C>- 
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Similar Sounding Words 



The pairs of words listed below demonstrate the importance of correct pronunciation in Arabic, because 
the slightest difference in sound can totally change the meaning of a word. Each pair of words below 
contains similar sounding letters. Practise reading them several times with your Arabic teacher until you 
can tell them apart. Then ask your teacher to dictate them to you until you can write them down 
correctly. 



spacious 



check-up; 
test 



desire 



correct 



direction 



glossy 



a pyramid 



he strove, 
endeavoured 



a river 



a worker (m) 



confession, 
admission 



a brain 



strangeness 



excess 



eloquent 



^23 



& 0 



r>r- 3 awe; respect; 
prestige 

j>~ inheritance 



a* 



5 



rewards 



holy; 

forbidden 



dress 

^Jl-uLv^ heavy 

(Jl-^_^ he denied 

j-^-J an axe 

^Jl^LP pregnant 

JL£*\ profession, 

J trade 

& s s * 



food 



ruin 



emptiness 



^0 ^ 



^ 0 ^ 



t£ ^ ^ - 



clay, soil 



a pilot 



fig 



j L<-L? a trend 
$ v 6 



cleverness 4JU2_3 discord, 

civil strife 



he measured / IO he said 



a dog 



a heart 



)«/O j 



'JU 



^ 0 



he deceived ^ 



after Aju 
* 

a path, frail t , ^,J j ^ 



a stench, 
stink 



* * 



he vowed j 



flowers 



he whistled 



he poured 



son-in-law 



he wrecked 



some 



beating, 
hitting 



victory, 
triumph 



he looked 



IS 



l3 J 

appearance j^j g .Is 



he travelled 



he insulted 



sorcery 



i£ 0 
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This is 



If you want to say This is a (something)' in Arabic, you need to know whether the thing you are 
introducing is masculine or feminine. Many singular feminine nouns in Arabic end in a 'tied taa' (taa 
marbuta) and are therefore easily recognisable, Most singular nouns that do not end in taa marbuta are 
masculine, 

In Arabic, the verb no be J is not usually used in the present tense, so you don't need a separate word 
for Is' in the sentences that follow, because the idea of V is implied In the word for 'this'. 

The masculine word for 'This is' in Arabic is: IJufc which is pronounced ^haodha', as if it has a long l aa' 
sound after the hoa. For example: This is o (male) teacher; p-L*-* \ (haadha mu^llimun). 
The feminine word for This is' in Arabic is; o JJ* which is pronounced v haadhihi\ again, as if it has a long 
^a' sound after the haa at the beginning of the word. 

For example: This is a (female) teacher; ^uJL*^ G Jjk (haadhihi mu l alllmatun). 



Practise reading the following sentences and learn the words and their meanings. 
Copy each sentence out onto the line provided, 



This is a chair. 


This is a lock, 


This is a drum . 


This is a ( pair of) 
glasses. 


This is a book. 























This h a knife, ^/j 




THls is a cup. 


This is a ball. 


77? /i ri a 




7 / 1 i v is ^ a ^ ^ n ^' 






1 


* 'i ! 'L r " 








_ — 
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Write a sentence in Arabic under each picture using the correct form of "This is", following the examples 
on the opposite page. The words ending in taa marbuta are all feminine: the rest are masculine, 
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Using the vocabulary you hove learned during the course of this book to help you, label the arrowed 
items in the toliowing pictures, beginning each label with the correct form of This is', Two items have 



been done for you by way of example. 



This is a chair. 



This is a fork. 



This is a candle. 



This is a jish 



This is a cup. 



This is a table 




This is a hall. 









This is a bear. 




This is a bicycle. 




This is a horse. 



This is a pear. 
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Al-Alif al-Maqsura 

Some Arabic words have a special kind of alif at the end of them, known as an allf al-maqsura. It has the 
shape of the letter >aa\ but without any dots underneath it, It always has a fatha before it and it is 
usually pronounced 'aa'. Below are some examples of words ending in al-alif al-maqsura. Practise read- 
ing these words, and then copy them out in your exercise book, 


a hospital 


* ** 


he strove, 
endeavoured 


it je 


he built 


w 


a cafe 


o ^ 


he intended 




he ran 




a building 


^ 0 ^ 

w * 


he came, arrived 




he told, related, 
reported 


J- 


o lord, master 




he gave 


% 0 % 


he saw 




a goal; range 




it was enough, 
sufficient 


J* 


he bought, 
purcnaseo 




a shelter, place 
of refuge 




smaller, younger 
(feminine) 


* o » 

-J 


he rebelled 




M i ic+nf n 

IV 1 U 5 1 VJ 1 \J 




Inrnpr oldpr 
(feminine) 




hp snent time 

1 1 \m? M Kw* ^— ^ 1 M 1 1 1 1 1 S_r* 


'& iff 


Musa (Moses) 




farther, more 
distant; maximum 




he forbade, banned 


# if 

w * 


Isa (Jesus) 




nearer; lower; 
minimum 




he walked 




Yahya (John) 




higher 




he fulfilled 
(a promise) 




Salma 




higher, superior 




he cried 




Salwa 




stronger 




he gave someone 
a drink 




Layla 




a patient 




he told, related 




Yusra 




pasture, grazing 


s 0 s 

if* 


he refused 
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The Sun and Moon Letters 

So far, the words you have been reading In this book have been indefinite (e.g. a book, an eye etc., 
rather than the book, the eye). Tan ween Is used on the last letter of a word to show that the word is 
indefinite, e.g. kitaabun-a book. 




One of the ways of making an Arabic word definite is to attach the word 'al' 
(meaning h the J ) before it. The alif in h al' is a weak alif, meaning that it can only be 
pronounced if it is at the beginning of a sentence, (that Is to say, when no other 
letter comes before it). When a word is defined, it can no longer take tanween, 
Instead, the last letter of the word takes a single vowel (i.e. a fatha, kasra or 
damma), e.g. al-kitaabu - the book, 


Ji 

'the' 




l he Ara Die ai pna oet, as you may aireuuy iiuvt? i t>uii3fc?u, r \\jo iwci ny i n it? 1 1 en a. n i^jc ^ i i ^> ^ 
divided into two equal groups. One group is known as the l moon letters', and the other as the h sun 
letters , 

When the laam in al' is followed by one of the moon letters, it automatically takes a sukoon and is 
pronounced. However, when the laam of l al' is followed by one of the sun letters, it becomes silent (in 
other words, it isn't pronounced). When a sun letter comes immediately after the l al', a shadda must be 
written on the sun letter, 

Study the examples below, and practise reading them aloud: 

The Fourteen Moon Letters 


lS 3 { * >3 ^> ttt C L ^ ^ 




the mouth *Ju\ a mouth 


the sofa <L5\jj a sofa <LSojl 


s 1 ~V ^li- 
the train a train jUs3 


the door < >LJ1 a door ^ Lj 


* So. 

the chair ^>JI a chair 


the carrot jjj>Jl a carrot jjj>- 


the teacher ^JL^Jl a teacher j*-L*-* 


the shoe ^1wL>tJ1 a shoe £,|JL>- 


1 the telephone ^JuL^jJI a telephone ^JljL^ 


the bread j_^j>tJ( bread yj>- 


the boy jj yj| a boy JJj 


the old man J jj>t*Jl an old man J jj>*_P 


the hand JlJI a hand 


the room a room 43 
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Moon letter reading practice 




When h al J (the) Is preceded by a word ending in a vowel the alif becomes silent and the preceding 
vowel sound is l slid' together with the laam of the "dP, so it sounds as if there is no space or pause 
between the words. Therefore, in the first example below, the sentence would read as follows: Taa tajlis 
"alal ardi. Note that the a sound of the alif al-maqsura is shortened, so mar it sounas iiKe a iutou, 
Similarly, in sentence 14 below, the ee' sound of N fee' is shortened as it is slid together with the following 
word, thus: "Laa tada'il-yada fil-jaybi \ It is therefore necessary to look ahead when reading Arabic to 
see if the sound at the end of one word needs to be slid together with the next word. 


Practise reading the sentences below out loud, paying close attention to sliding the sounds together 
where necessary, 


1 , Don't sit on the ground. 




2. Ducks like [the] water 


. iU\ 


3. 1 like [the] carrots, 




4, This [the] shoe is new, 




5. This [the] bread is delicious. 


p Ju JJ J-r^^ 


6, I like helping the old man, 


3. * m. s0? # $ £ 


7. This [the] room is wide. 




8. Don't put the pen in the mouth, 




9. This [the] train is fast, 




10. This [the] chair is broken. 




1 1 , This [the] teacher is excellent. 




12. This [the] telephone is out of order 




13. This [the] boy is polite. 




14. Don't put the hand in the pocket, 

- 
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The Fourteen Sun Letters 



When the loam in 'al' is followed by one of the sun letters, it becomes silent (not pronounced), and a 
ZZais Sn on the sun letter, making the sound of the sun letter more intense. So, for exampie, 
'taajun' (a crown), becomes 'attaaju' (the crown). 

Study the examples below, and practise reading them aloud: 



3 3 t— J M 



the tree 



j 1 ^ . 
6 



a tree 



the 



whistle SjLL^sl a whistle o j 



si. 

3 iLL^ 



the molar 
tooth 



a molar 
tooth 



the doctor (f.) a doctor t f ') 



the envelope 



the ostrich 



l^jJz- an envelope <^?j^> 
^*LjC an ostrich 



the painting ^J-^ a P ajntin 9 ^ ^ 



the crown 



J! £ 

a crown 



J! s itf 

the refrigerator 



a refrigerator 4j>-*^ 



the bear 



the wolf 



> A. a bear 



J! 0 



5 JL a wolf 



J" o 



the wrist 



the flower 



the bed 



J" s 



a wrist 



a flower 



a bed 



& 0 



Til 



^ wtth the moon letter sentences, the last vowel sound on any word before a word beginning with 'al' is 

in letter. So the first sentence below would read: "Yalbasul-malikuMaajadh- 



'slid' together with the sur 
dhahabiyya." Practise reading the following sentences out loud. 



o 2 s ° . 



1 , The king is wearing the golden crown, . ^Jfc ^ 



o S J" o 



2. 1 put the ice in the refrigerator. 
3. 1 like the black, bear, 

4. The wolf ate the rabbit, 

5. This [the] wrist is broken. 

6. This [the] flower is beautiful, 

7. This [the] bed is comfortable. 



63 



8, This [the] tree is old, 



9, The yellow whistle is blocked, 



10, This [the] molar tooth is rotten. 



1 1 , That [the] doctor (f .) is skilful 



12. This [the] envelope is open, 



13. The ostrich is faster than the human, 



14, This [the] painting is beautiful. 



^ 3 o ^ i s o > | ^ 



^ £ ^ jj j> of' #' 



J2 ^ 0 ^ 



Further reading practice with sun and moon letters 



2, . sJlsUI O-uJi oAJ* 



J ^ 0 




This girl is opening the window 



P . ijjlkll Jii 'J^j!l ill 




This hoy is sir ting on the table. 



4. . Mj ^UJ! JL* 



/ woman is typing on the c ompute 



^ o S i 



2^ 0 ^ 



77?/* ma a is reading the newspaper. 



6, .^LJI 3 S JlJJI iJlA 

"0/ 



This boy is playing basketball. 



■5 $ 0 0 



5. , -urlj 



77? /£ £/W E5 riding the bicycle. 




o £ s-o <* o 



8. , ^Jb>Jl Si ^Jl 



77?/ j noma/? £s drinking the milk. 



3 s-o 



7. .yt-jJI jJjJl iJlA -kJL^j 



77i/j fcov ts combing the hair. 
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Dialogue 1 : Who is this? 




Classroom Activity 

Practise introducing yourself to 
your friends in Arabic, Ask your 
friend who another person in the 
classroom is by saying either *Who 
is this?' or s Who is that boy/girl? 1 in 
Arabic. 


Vocabulary 


a girl 1 

that(m.) vliii who? ?^ 
--' 

that (f.) kiJJj a boy jJj 


this(m.) 1 JLft 
this (f,) oJu* 


he (is) jjfc 
she (is) 
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Dialogue 2: What's your name? 





EM 




> 5 0 



,- J a 

< * * J" 0 





friend (m,) Jh>~^ O! (used to address L you (m.) 

someone) 



friend (f.) ILiv? opportunity 

my friend (m.) ^yij wW> happy 

my friend (f.) ^^_?J^ When used 

together: 
leased to 
meet you' 



^uj? you (f.) 
iju helfo (m.) 



1* ..- a J 

i hello (f.) 



my name (is) 

your (m.) name (is) jJL»^l 

^ your (f.) name (is) jJU^I 

: , am * , 

^Jj U>- ^ his name (is) 

welcome (m.) dJL her name (is) 



welcome (f,) %m what? 
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Dialogue 3: Where is your friend? 



/j 




• * * IS* * S ****** 



fa £fe library 




A 



Vocabulary 



0 o * s J 1 

r 

Peace be upon you. 



(Reply): And upon you be 
peace, 

where (is)? 



today 



^3 ^ 0 



your friend (m.) £)JLj J^p 



your friend (f.) JL^> 



In 



in 




fte mosque * 




in t/ie dining hall 






... y» : J 



J 



fa ffre playground 



0 0 



in the toilet 



i 





in the classroom 
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Dialogue 4: Goodbye 






& i 0 ^ o ^ 




.-' s 



how are f^JLJU- ^Juif I meet, meeting 
you? (m.) 



praise 



how are VdJUb- ^Jl^T good morning r L^> God, Allah #Ul 

you? (f.) " -f** C ' 



you? (f.) 
goodbye 



A^^CvJl ^ (reply) good 
w morning 



^L,^? to God 



morning 
evening 

good, well 



[Go] in God J s <Jjl jUj i good evening 
protection ^ 



s,L^» health <u>w> light 



until we 
meet again 



(repfy) good 
evening 



with 



how? 



■ 1 US* 



^ if 



peace your condition, wU In- 

state (m.) 



how is your (m.) 
health? 

how is your (f.) ? dl^sw* lJl^T protection jUt your condition, ^ilJU- 
health? " c+^+^ n ^ 



state (t.) 



praise be to God 



& £ a 



I to, until ^ well, good 
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